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Ginowan is located at the juncture between the central and southern areas of
Okinawa Prefecture, and in the time of King Satto during the Kingdom of
Ryukyu, the city was the center for politics, economy and culture, when it was
known as the root (“netate”) of Ryukyu. Today, Ginowan continues to develop
as an international city based around the Convention Center, with a lively flow
of people, goods and information. As a city that plays a core role in Okinawa, it
can still be said to be the recent “netate” or root of Okinawa.

In the age of decentralization of authority, the fundamental role of municipal
government is to provide comprehensive and fine-grained administrative
services related to education, welfare, civic life, the environment and the like,
with independent authority. The municipal administration of Ginowan is
committed to citizen-led community development, founded on a partnership
between the public and the local government.

The City Handbook is a guide to Ginowan’s community planning initiatives,
history, culture, and events. We hope you will find it useful.




