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Question (Senator Susan Collins)

There are press reports that the cost moving some 8,000 Marines from Japan to
Guam are far higher, some five billion dollars higher than the DOD had anticipated. In
addition, the GAO has put out a report, saying that’s going to cost 88 million dollars
more per year to have these Marines stationed on Guam, rather than Japan. On top of
the cost factors, we have the recent provocations by North Korea. Should we be
re-considering the plan of moving some 8,000 Marines from Japan to Guam?
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Answer (General James Conway)

“I think it’s safe to say, the Quadrennial Defense Review will have that move as
well as all other overseas infrastructure, adjustments and costs under their
consideration before they report out. I know there are special groups that are formed to
discuss that. So my recommendation would be to wait the results and
recommendations coming out of the QDR.”

“They are aware of these increased projections in costs associated with the move:
they are also aware of some other problems that we have associated with the move
with regards to training. With regards to the quality of the Futenma Replacement
Facility, and all those things, I think they will be duly considered and there will be
recommendations coming out of the QDR on the moves.”
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Question

“Are you going to recommend a change in the plan?”
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Answer

“We have some modifications we think are worthy of consideration and we have
some keystone areas, if you will, again this Futenma Replacement Facility has to be
indeed a fully capable replacement for what we are giving up on Okinawa. We are
concerned about training opportunities on Guam, in the near by islands as well as the
rest of the Asian Pacific Basin; so there are some things like that we certainly want to
see considered and negotiated as need be with the Japanese before we slap the table.”
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